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In the News

Microplastic Pollution In The Bay Poses Risks, Report Finds

(Bay Journal)

 

Tiny bits of "microplastics" that wash into the Bay may endanger aquatic life in the estuary
and its tributaries, but more research is needed to better understand the threat, according to
a report from scientists and policy makers released Monday.

Although federal legislation was approved in December that addresses a portion of the
issue, the report from the Chesapeake Bay Scientific and Technical Advisory Committee
said the law did not eliminate the need to find new ways to reduce microplastic pollution and
recommended additional legislation to address the issue, which is of growing concern for
waterways around the globe.

 
Microplastics - pieces of synthetic polymers smaller than 5 millimeters - are found in water
bodies everywhere, with more than 5 trillion pieces of plastic floating at or near the ocean
surface, according to a recent estimate. Researchers have found the plastic bits in the
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. Plastics have been found in shellfish, fish, sea salt -
and even in beer.

For the full article by Leslie Middleton, click here.

Upcoming Events

Save the Date:  Middle James Roundtable Annual Meeting
(September 14, 2016)

Mark your calendar for the 2015 Middle James Roundtable Annual Meeting.  This year we

will return to Deep Run Recreation Center in Henrico County on September 14, 9am-

3:30pm.  Registration information coming soon!

Center for Watershed Protection Webcast Series
(Center for Watershed Protection)

For more information, see http://ww.cwp.org/webcasts/.  All webcasts run from 1-2:30pm.
   ++ Education Programs to Enhance Pollutant Removal -- May 18, 2016
   ++ Green Infrastructure, Green Jobs: The Latest Trends -- June 15, 2016
   ++ Incentivizing BMP Installation in Communities with Stormwater Utilities --    
        September 14, 2016
   ++ Retrofitting Revisited: Forward Into the Past -- October 12, 2016
   ++ Non-Traditional MS4s -- November 16, 2016
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Save the Date:  Virginia Association of Wetlands Professionals (VAWP)

Spring Meeting
(May 18, 2016, Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens)

Registration details and agenda coming soon. Contact Ben Synder at
Ben.snyder@timmons.com for more information. 

Webinar Series:  Effective River and Watershed Organizations 
(River Network)

These webinars are designed to help organizations become more effective, more
sustainable, and have greater impacts on their rivers and watersheds.
   ++ Fundraising I: Fundraising Readiness, Planning and Board/Staff Roles -- 
        May 17, 2016
   ++ Fundraising II: Raising Money from Individuals -- June 21, 2016
   ++ Nonprofit Financial Management -- July 19, 2016
   ++ Volunteer Recruitment & Management -- August 16, 2016

Scholarships are available for groups within the Chesapeake Bay watershed; contact Mary
Ellen Olcese at meolcese@rivernetwork.org for more information. See
https://www.rivernetwork.org/events/webinar-series-recipe-for-effective-orgs-2016/ for
more information on the webinar series and to register. Hosted by River Network.

Stewardship Virginia Campaign
(April 1-May 31, 2016)

This initiative invites citizens to participate in activities that benefit Virginia's natural
environment or help to preserve historical sites.A special emphasis is being placed on
planting for pollinators and promoting the Save the Monarch Campaign. 
See http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/environmental-education/stewardship for more information
on how to get involved. Direct questions to 1-877-42-WATER or
bonnie.phillips@dcr.virginia.gov.

Chesapeake Bay Monitoring Cooperative 

(Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay)

Do you monitor water quality or benthic macroinvertebrates within the Chesapeake Bay
Watershed?
 
The Chesapeake Monitoring Cooperative has been formed to unite monitoring groups and
individuals in the watershed, provide technical support, and build a user friendly database
that will facilitate the use of your monitoring data by federal and state agencies.
 
We are conducting a census of monitoring groups and we want to count you and hear about
what you are doing. You can participate at http://bit.do/ChesapeakeMonitoringCensus.
 
Hate filling out forms? You could win one free registration for the 2016 Chesapeake
Watershed Forum being held September 30 - October 2. Or if that doesn't float your boat,
you could win one of two $100 gifts for the water quality monitoring equipment of your
choice.
 
To learn more about the Chesapeake Monitoring Cooperative visit chesmonitoringcoop.org.
 
This project is sponsored through a cooperative agreement with the Environmental
Protection Agency for the Integration of Citizen-based and Nontraditional Monitoring into the
Chesapeake Bay Program Partnership.

Grant Opportunities

Virginia's DEQ's TMDL Implementation Plan Seeks Requests
for Applications for Assistance
(See deadlines below)

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is making approximately $2
million in Federal Section 319(h) grant funding available to support projects that will result
in advancement of goals and milestones included in eligible TMDL implementation plans
and watershed-based plans (IPs). The purpose of this RFAis to solicit funding requests in
order to establish sub-award agreements for TMDL implementation projects that could
start between July 1, 2016 and October 1, 2017, as resources become available. 
 
Funding is available statewide for TMDL implementation projects that address NPS
source pollution due to agricultural, residential septic, pet waste, urban, and mining activities.
See  http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Portals/0/DEQ/Water/NonpointSource/2016RFA/319_2016-
2017_Table1_IPlist.xlsx for a list of eligible implementation areas based upon project
category. All proposed pollution reduction activities (BMPs, education and outreach) must
be specifically identified in the IP or demonstrate equivalence.
 
Funding is available for 3 categories of projects:
Category 1 - Start-Up Projects: IP watersheds that have not received previous Section
319(h) funding (not including 319(h) funded roundtable activity). Projects are 12-18 months
in duration and award range is $25,000 - $100,000.
Category 2 - New Implementation Projects: IP watersheds that have not received
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previous Section 319(h) funding (not including 319(h) funded roundtable activity). Projects
will be 18-30 months in duration and the award range is $100,000 - $500,000.
Category 3 - Continuing Implementation Projects:Restricted to Grantees with current
319(h) funded projects whose projects are slated to end 12/31/15 through 12/31/16. 
Projects will be 12-24 months in duration and the award range will be $100,000 - $500,000.
 
Deadlines and review dates:
Reviews begin September 1, 2016 for applications submitted April 1, 2016
through August 31, 2016.

Documents:
 2016-2017 TMDL Implementation Program Request for Applications for  Assistance (PDF)
 Table 1-Eligible TMDL IP areas (Excel),
 Attachment I-Application (Word), 
 Attachment 2-Narrative Template (Word),
 Attachment 3 -Other Documents (Excel),
 Attachment 4 - Water Quality Monitoring Plan (Word),
 Commonwealth of Virginia Substitute W9 Form (PDF)
 
More information on NPS Funding at Virginia DEQ can be found at:
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/CleanWaterFinancingAssistance/N
onpointSourceFunding.aspx
 
Questions? Contact npsgrants@deq.virginia.gov

Job Opportunities

DEQ Environmental Specialist II
(Apply by May 20, 2016)

DEQ ENVIRONMENTAL SPECIALIST II (TMDL Coordinator) - #P0387
Glen Allen, Virginia
Minimum Starting Salary: $42,614 - Negotiable Based on Experience
 
The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality, Piedmont Regional Office, seeks a
qualified candidate to serve as Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) Coordinator. The position
is responsible for all facets of the TMDL process, including scheduling, study design, data
compilation and analysis, coordination with consultants and contractors, management of the
public participation process, and review of technical reports. The position serves as liaison
to the public and is responsible for scheduling and facilitating public meetings and Technical
Advisory Committee meetings, creating public notices, and responding to public comments.
 
Application Closing Date: May 20, 2016
 
More information is available at  https://virginiajobs.peopleadmin.com/postings/43088.  To be
considered for this position,candidates MUST apply online.

MS4 Program Manager
(Apply by May 16, 2016)

Albermarle County Facilities & Environmental Services Division, Charlottesville, VA.  For
more information,  
https://albemarleva.tedk12.com/hire/ViewJob.aspx?JobID=1576
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