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In the News
Chesapeake  Bay Pollution Goals 'An Aspriation,' EPA Official
Says
(Associated Press)

Recent comments from the head of the Environmental Protection Agency's
Chesapeake Bay Program about pollution limits designed to improve the health
of the bay have sparked concern among environmental groups and some
Maryland officials. 

EPA's bay program Director Dana Aunkst said at a conference this week in
Annapolis that 2025 pollution goals set forth in 2010 for Chesapeake Bay states
and the District of Columbia are "an aspiration" and not an enforceable deadline,
according to The Capital. 

Will Baker, president of the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, said in a statement
that position "should put fear in the hearts of all who care about clean water." He
called it a sign that President Donald Trump's administration is retreating from
the bay cleanup effort. 

Volunteers are needed to grow Chesapeake Bay underwater
grasses in their homes, classrooms and offices
(The Daily Press)

The Chesapeake Bay and its tidal river systems once teemed with underwater
grasses, but pollution and devastating storms decimated them until today when
they cover only about 10% of their historic range.

Restoration has been underway for decades and in many forms, including an
effort called Grasses for the Masses that enlists volunteers to sprout underwater
grass seeds in classrooms, homes and workplaces for transplant to special
restoration sites in the James, Rappahannock, Chickahominy and Potomac
rivers.

To read the full article by Tamara Dietrich, click here.

Upcoming Events
Save the Date:  Virginia Association for Environmental
Education Annual Conference
(February 26-28, 2020)

https://visitor.constantcontact.com/do?p=un&m=001n5pn-CyA8NyCKgc0otV1wA%3D%3D&ch=&ca=59505dfb-ee23-49cc-8aa4-857409e9b80b
http://www.mjrt.org
mailto:dur24@henrico.us
http://ui.constantcontact.com/d.jsp?m=1103999629725&p=oi
http://www.dailypress.com/news/environment/dp-nw-cbf-grasses-for-masses-20200108-7lll43lwprfr7mdbowiddxyk7a-story.html


 
This year's conference theme "EE for EverybodEE" is a celebration and call to
action to make environmental education accessible to everyone in the
Commonwealth. Featuring workshops, networking, field trips and a day and a
half of concurrent session VAEE 2020 promises to be our most exciting
conference yet!

The 2020 Virginia Environmental Education Conference will be held at the
Florence Elston Inn & Conference Center at Sweet Briar College in Amherst,
Virginia from Wednesday, February 26th to Friday, February 28th.

For more information, go to  https://vaee.wildapricot.org/VAEE2020/. 

Grant Oppportunities
2020 Chesapeake B-WET Grant Program
(NOAA)

 

Informational Webinars: January 14, 2020 (2pm) and January 31, 2020
(11am); Applications due: March, 6 2020 -- The Bay Watershed Education
and Training (B-WET) grant program solicits proposals that support two priority
areas under Capacity Building for MWEEs (Meaningful Watershed Educational
Experience): (1) Statewide K-12 Environmental Literacy Initiatives (to advance
state efforts toward systemic MWEE implementation at the school district level)
and (2) Regional MWEE Network Building Initiative (to support the development
of systemic MWEEs in school districts and the networking of these school
districts, their partners, and the larger environmental education community).  To
register for a webinar, visit https://forms.gle/z4eVxcEkEshsomT87.  For more
information on the program, see https://www.grants.gov/ (search Opportunity
Number: "NOAA-NMFS-HCPO-2020-2006338") or contact Elise Trelegan
(elise.trelegan@noaa.gov; 410-226-1015). Offered through the NOAA
Chesapeake Bay Office.
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