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In the News

Virginia Approves Dominion's Controversial Coal Ash Landfill

(WasteDIV)

 

After much scrutiny, Virginia's Chesterfield County Board of Supervisors
approved a proposal from Dominion Virginia Power to build a coal ash landfill at
its Chesterfield power station. The decision follows concessions after some
citizens requested Dominion move the already-stored coal ash from unlined
ponds to a lined landfill to be constructed. Dominion agreed to not import more
coal ash from outside the county.

 

 
To read the full article by Arlene Karidis, click here.

Virginia DEQ Awards $8.5 Million For Stormwater Pollution

Reduction Projects (EP News Wire)

 

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) recently awarded $8.5
million in funding for 17 stormwater pollution reduction projects, which will be
managed by local governments that will match the funds received from the
DEQ. 

"These grants are a key tool in our ongoing efforts to improve water quality in
Virginia," DEQ Director David K. Paylor said. "The funds will help local
governments implement specific projects that result in less stormwater pollution
in our rivers, streams and the Chesapeake Bay." 

The projects. which are spread across 17 communities throughout the state,
were chosen from 77 applications that local governments submitted to the DEQ
this year. The projects that the DEQ ultimately chose address the water quality
improvements needed in the state through cost-effective enhancements of their
communities stormwater management plans. The funding for these grants
comes from the Stormwater Local Assistance Fund, which was created in 2013
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to promote water quality through best management practices.
.

Putting the Bay's Woes In A Global Perspective

(Bay Journal)

 

It's easy to feel despondent about the progress of environmental cleanup. The
harder we work to control pollution, the more intractable it can seem. We move
forward with upgrades to major wastewater plants, only to stumble with whole
towns on failing septic systems.  Or lawmakers pass legislation to combat a
major pollution or public health problem, only to weaken the law later or make
exceptions that don't solve the problem.

So when visitors from other countries ask me to talk about the successes of
the Chesapeake Bay restoration, I don't want to paint too rosy a picture. There
is much that remains undone.

For the full article by ROna Kobell, click here.

Upcoming Events

Conflict Management and Negotiation Skills for Cultural &
Natural Resource Managers (National Preservation Institute -
Richmond, VA)
(March 22-24, 2016)

A great opportunity for folks working with cultural and natural resource issues,
especially Section 106 and NEPA!

The National Preservation Institute, a nonprofit organization founded in 1980,
educates those involved in the management, preservation, and stewardship of
cultural heritage. The NPI seminar schedule is available at www.npi.org.

Seminar held in cooperation with the the University of Virginia,Institute for
Environmental Negotiation, and the Virginia Department of Historic Resources

Laws and regulations related to cultural and natural resources often require
participatory processes that can be mired in conflict and misunderstanding.
Projects frequently can be more effectively navigated when stakeholders use
collaborative processes and mutual gains negotiation during consultation to
resolve problems and develop win-win solutions. Through interactive exercises
and role plays, learn to understand conflict management styles, practice
negotiation skills, and design a stakeholder consultation process to address
issues in a timely manner and prevent conflict from escalating. An agenda is
available at www.npi.org.

Instructor: Tanya Denckla Cobb, director, University of Virginia Institute for
Environmental Negotiation; facilitates and mediates community and
environmental issues, including facility siting, land use planning, natural
resource protection, and heritage preservation
LA CES. This seminar meets the criteria for programs in the Landscape
Architecture Continuing Education System and participants will receive 6 PDH
HSW each day.
Registration. The NPI registration form and National NAGPRA Program
scholarship form can be found at www.npi.org/register.html. 

Questions? Please contact us at info@npi.org.

James River Association Leadership Academy 
(Deadline to apply - April 1, 2016)
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From the Education Staff at the James River Association, we hope this email
finds you well and ready for the approaching spring season! To stay up-to-date
on current news, events, and opportunities on the James, visit JRA's website
http://jamesriverassociation.org/
 
Please see the attached announcement for the 2016-2017 James River
Leadership Academy! Throughout the second year of this program, selected
students will participate in skill building and training to develop leadership skills
and take action on behalf of the James River and our environment. The goal of
the James River Leadership Academy is to engage, develop, train, and inspire
students who have a genuine interest in the future conservation of our natural
resources.
 
Rising 10th and 11th grade students are invited to apply to participate in this
year-long program consisting of a series of four "Leadership Sessions." Feel
free to share this program information with students who may be interested in
applying.
 
Please visit our website at http://www.jrava.org/what-we-do/leadership-
academy to learn how to submit applications by Friday, April 1st. Please
contact me with any questions you may have.

Save the Date:  Virginia Association of Wetlands

Professionals (VAWP) Spring Meeting
(May 18, 2016, Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens)

Registration details and agenda coming soon. Contact Ben Synder at
Ben.snyder@timmons.com for more information. 

Grant Opportunities

National Fish and Wildlife Foundation Grant Opportunity

The National Fish and Wildlife Foundation (NFWF), in partnership with the U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), is soliciting proposals to restore the
habitats and water quality of the Chesapeake Bay and its tributary rivers and
streams. The Chesapeake Bay Stewardship Fund (Stewardship Fund) will
award approximately $10 million - $12 million in grants in partnership with the
Chesapeake Bay Program. Major funding for the Chesapeake Bay Stewardship
Fund comes from the EPA. Other important contributions are provided by
USDA's Natural Resources Conservation Service and Forest Service, the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, Altria Group and CSX.
 
A Request for Proposals detailing NFWF's funding priorities and other key
considerations is posted to the NFWF website
(http://www.nfwf.org/chesapeake/Pages/2016%20Chesapeake%20RFP.aspx).
Proposals are due by midnight, Thursday, May 14th and must be submitted
through NFWF's online application at http://www.nfwf.org/easygrants.
 
NFWF will host a webinar for applicants on Tuesday, April 5th to review the
Request for Proposals and respond to questions. Applicants are strongly
encouraged to participate, and can register for the webinar by following this link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/879234741841069315.
 
In addition, NFWF will provide training on the new online tool for calculating
nutrient and sediment load reductions from proposed Stewardship Fund
projects on Thursday, April 7th. All applicants, including those who have
received Stewardship Fund grants previously, are strongly encouraged to
participate, and can register for the webinar by following this link:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/4333012970429665027.
 
For additional information or to discuss project ideas, please contact Jake Reilly
(jake.reilly@nfwf.org), Elizabeth Nellums (elizabeth.nellums@nfwf.org), or Mark
Melino (mark.melino@nfwf.org) via e-mail or by phone at (202) 857-0166

Virginia's DEQ's TMDL Implementation Plan Seeks Requests
for 
Applications for Assictance
(See deadlines below)

The Virginia Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) is making
approximately $2 million 
in Federal Section 319(h) grant funding available to support projects that will
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result in 
advancement of goals and milestones included in eligible TMDL implementation
plans and 
watershed-based plans (IPs). The purpose of this RFAis to solicit funding
requests in order 
to establish sub-award agreements for TMDL implementation projects that
could start 
between July 1, 2016 and October 1, 2017, as resources become available. 
 
Funding is available statewide for TMDL implementation projects that address
NPS source 
pollution due to agricultural, residential septic, pet waste, urban, and mining
activities. See 
Table 1 for a list of eligible implementation areas based upon project category.
All proposed 
pollution reduction activities (BMPs, education and outreach) must be
specifically identified 
in the IP or demonstrate equivalence.
 
Funding is available for 3 categories of projects:
Category 1 - Start-Up Projects: IP watersheds that have not received
previous Section 319(h) funding (not including 319(h) funded roundtable
activity). Projects are 12-18 months in duration and award range is $25,000 -
$100,000.
Category 2 - New Implementation Projects: IP watersheds that have not
received previous 
Section 319(h) funding (not including 319(h) funded roundtable activity).
Projects will be 
18-30 months in duration and the award range is $100,000 - $500,000.
Category 3 - Continuing Implementation Projects:Restricted to Grantees with
current 319(h) 
funded projects whose projects are slated to end 12/31/15 through 12/31/16. 
Projects will 
be 12-24 months in duration and the award range will be $100,000 - $500,000.
 
Deadlines and review dates:
Reviews begin April 1, 2016 for applications submitted by March 31, 2016.
Reviews begin September 1, 2016 for applications submitted April 1, 2016
through 
August 31, 2016.

Documents:
 2016-2017 TMDL Implementation Program Request for Applications for
Assistance (PDF)
 Table 1-Eligible TMDL IP areas (Excel),
 Attachment I-Application (Word), 
 Attachment 2-Narrative Template (Word),
 Attachment 3 -Other Documents (Excel),
 Attachment 4 - Water Quality Monitoring Plan (Word),
 Commonwealth of Virginia Substitute W9 Form (PDF)
 
More information on NPS Funding at Virginia DEQ can be found at:
http://www.deq.virginia.gov/Programs/Water/CleanWaterFinancingAssistance/N
onpointSourceFunding.aspx
 
Questions? Contact npsgrants@deq.virginia.gov
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