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In the News
The Enduring Legend of Bernie Fowler's Wade-In
(Bay Weekly)

 

When 95-year-old Bernie Fow ler leads people into the Patuxent River on
Sunday, the river in his heart w ill be one neither you nor I can imagine.

For the chain of follow ers linked arm in arm w ith the river champion in the annual
test of w ater clarity, statistics tell the story of the river's w oes or redemption.
Can the put-upon river w ith its D-grade report card achieve its Chesapeake Bay
Watershed Implementation Plan targets for 2025?

To read the full article by Sandra Olivetti Martin, click here.

More than 3000 mussels placed in James River for restoration
project
(Channel 8, WRIC.com)

 
RICHMOND, Va. (WRIC) -- Scuba divers planted about 3,700 mussels in the
middle of the James River in Richmond. 

The Chesapeake Bay Foundation placed the freshw ater mussels near Mayo's
Bridge last Thursday as part of a major restoration project.

Joe Wood, a senior scientist w ith the Chesapeake Bay Foundation, said mussels
play an important part in ecosystems. Mussels can improve w ater quality, by
filtering up to one gallon of w ater per hour. 

Wood said mussels have been threatened by pollution and other human projects,
such as dams. 

The James River Association, w hich f ilmed the restoration process, said the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries and the Fish and the United
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States Fish and Wildlife Service grew  and planted the mussels. 

Chesapeake Bay's "dead zone" expected to get bigger
(WTOP)

The "dead zone" in the Chesapeake Bay this summer could be one of the largest
in the last tw o decades, ecologists from the University of Maryland Center for
Environmental Science and the University of Michigan said.

A dead zone is an area of low  oxygen that can kill f ish and other aquatic life. It's
the result of w ell-above average river f low s from increased rainfall since last
fall, w hich has w ashed extra nutrients into the bay.

Those nutrients fuel the grow th of microscopic plants. As the plants sink and
die, they're broken dow n by bacteria in a process that consumes oxygen, said
the forecast's co-author Jeremy Testa. "Most of the big organisms w e're familiar
w ith can't survive there," he said.

To read the full article by John Aaron, click here.
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