Middle James Roundtable

Steering Committee Meeting

June 10, 2026

Location: Virtual

Attendees: Lorne Field, Lori Schoenwiesner, Isabella O’Brien, Kate Anderson, Callie

Moyers, Julie Buchanan, Abigail Ainsley, Megan Sommers Bascone, Eric Byers, Catie
McCarthy

Notetaker: Julie Buchanan

1.

Welcome/Introductions - Lorne began the meeting at 2:33 p.m. by welcoming the
group, and each attendee introduced themselves.

Annual Meeting — All speakers for the 2026 Annual Meeting have been confirmed by
Lorne. There are 21 attendees registered. Lorne encouraged all Steering Committee
members to attend, if possible. The meeting will be Sept. 3-4 at Shenandoah
National Park, Skyland Resort.

a. Trouble Accessing MJRT.org — Several Steering Committee members said
they are having trouble accessing MJRT.org due to security issues. Julie said
she will look into this. If the problem can’t be fixed, annual meeting
registration could move to Eventbrite.com.

b. Overnight Accommodations — Four to five people have reserved overnight
stays at Skyland. Lorne said if more people do not reserve, Skyland may
reduce the number of rooms in the block. Lorne encouraged everyone to
make reservation if they plan to stay overnight.

c. Food-Lorne has looked into Skyland’s breakfast options for the morning of
Sept. 4. He asked whether food or snacks should be provided on Sept. 3in
the afternoon. He said he would check with Skyland to see if outside food is
permitted in the meeting space.

Septic Pump-out Program - Lorne said Chesterfield County is preparing to launch
its program for septic pump-outs with MJRT grant funds. A postcard mailer targeting
350 addresses within TMDL watersheds will be going out soon. He added that Peter
Francisco SWCD is actively promoting pump-outs with their share of MJRT funds in
Buckingham County.

Soil Test Vouchers - Lorne will check with Brianna on vouchers used.

Rain Barrel Workshops - Isabella is working with James River Association on the
workshops and is about to order kits for the fall.



6. NFWF Funding Opportunity - Megan explained that National Fish and Wildlife
Foundation is offering a $1 million funding opportunity that could help build
capacity for the roundtable programs and help with program implementation.
Megan also mentioned that roundtable leaders from across Virginia are invited to
meet regularly with DEQ a few times per year.

7. Round Robin: Attendees shared what they are working on this summer.



